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As | Look At It:

In a recently published book entitled, “The Great Awakening,” Jim Wallis asks, “What is the source and focus of
your hope as a people of faith?”” He is asking us two very important questions.

First, as people of faith, is our faith the source of our hope or do we found our hope on something else? Do we
see our journey of life guided by God’s vision or by our own need for accomplishment? All too often, the bedrock of
our faith is not our belief in the presence and love of God but a declaration that we can make it on our own. Our
“hope” becomes more of a denial of God’s relevance than an affirmation of God’s grace. Instead of building our
hope upon our belief in the abiding care of God, we base it on the power of our wealth or our personal strength or
our intellect.

On some occasions, what we see as hope is really a reaction to our fear, a cynicism built upon our own sense of
inadequacy rather than God’s abundant and endless presence.

Hope is a statement of faith when the pillars of our life are firmly anchored in the solid granite of God’s abiding
presence. When our assurance that tomorrow will be ok is a declaration not of our belief in our singular bravado but
in God’s Divine Spirit that can embolden and enables each of us.

The second question asks if our hope sees as its destiny the fulfillment of our ego or God’s vision. Do we believe
that because of God’s abiding grace our life will have meaning even though we may not yet understand the true
nature of that outcome? Is our hope built upon our assurance that we will be able to experience God’s vision?

In other words, are we asking God to bless our desires or are we inviting God to shape our destiny? The
challenge facing people of faith is not only to have our hope founded in God’s presence, but also to be guided by
God’s vision, even when we might not fully comprehend all the nuances of that vision. Hope is stepping through the
door of tomorrow confident in the assurance that God steps through it with us, and that therefore tomorrow will hold
blessings. It is recognizing that we are people of value because God gives us value. We do not have to earn it, we
have to receive it and we have to own it.

As we continue our Lenten journey, as we lay our lives before God’s gracious presence, asking God to cleanse
our spirit and renew our life, may our assurances for today and our search for tomorrow be a prayerful discernment
of God’s vision that God’s Holy Spirit might be the foundation upon which we build our hopes and the end towards
which we guide our actions.

Grace and Peace
Wade

Because of your generosity, a much-needed truck is there every day for recovery work in New Orleans. The
people there sense your support every time our NPCUCC leased truck is used. We need to continue support for this
vital out-reach. Help do that by funding the truck. Please see on the website (use www.npcucc.org/flier).

United Church of Christ, New Town
Filipino United Community, Winnipeg
Parshall Memorial UCC, Parshall
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This is a reminder that the 2008 Mission and Ministry Gift Forms can be printed from the web site, by going to
the web page (www.npcucc.org) and then clicking on Forms (left side) and on Mission and Ministry Gift Forms. If
you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the Conference Office and we can either help you or send
you preprinted forms.
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There will be a Rally for Children at Grand Forks April 20" beginning at 4:00 pm (ct) (if that date sounds
familiar, it’s when the “Pastor’s Post Lenten Retreat Begins™”.) This Rally will be an opportunity for pastors and
members of NPCUCC congregations to declare for all our hope and our vision for the children of North Dakota and
beyond. Please check the flier that you can find on the web site at NPCUCC/FLIERS/RALLY FOR CHILDREN.
We encourage congregations to come by the carload, to share in this very special time. We have contacted the
Governor’s office, the ND Senators and Representative, the Children’s Defense Fund, and many others. Hopefully
many of you will join us as we declare to all our passionate concern and care for our children.
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Every UCC congregation receives a free UCC Desk Calendar and Plan Book, provided by your giving to Our
Church’s Wider Mission. It contains information for worship planning, lectionary readings for every Sunday and
other special days, the season’s liturgical colors, reminders for ordering extra offering promotion materials, special
Sunday themes. Its 18-month calendar is helpful as a central calendar for your church activities: when committees
meet, a wedding is scheduled, the church picnic is envisioned and the like.

AND in the back of the directory of all national staff phone numbers and email addresses (A reminder you can
get your national staff by calling 1 866 822 8224 and then the extension).

ALSO, there’s a catalog of resources (many are free), listed by subject area (Christian Ed, Mission, Stewardship,
Worship, to name a few). Order by calling the UCC Resources at its toll free number 800 537 3394.
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The Summer of 2008 is full of exciting opportumtles for NPCUCC youth. It all begins Wlth the Youth Gatherlng
at the NPCUCC Annual Conference Meeting June 6™ . Then comes the National Youth Event July 22" — July 30™ at
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, TN. Flnally, the youth camps at Wesley Acres August 3 — 7. .
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Registration forms are on line for two upcoming events. The Pastor’s Retreat April 20 — 22 at Grant Forks and
the 2008 Annual Meeting held in Hankinson June 6 - 8. Both forms can be found at www.NPCUCC.org/forms/
(Annual Meeting or pastor’s retreat). If you have difficulty downloading the forms please contact the Conference
Office and forms can be mailed to you. You will find more information about both events at www.npcucc.org/’fliers.
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Your Conference web site continues to change and i 1mprove During the past month there have been several
changes. Each week these changes will be highlighted in the “E Messenger” and each month they will be lifted up
in the AWARE. For this month the new additions to the web site are: Youth Brochure (forms), Annual Meeting
Registration (forms and Events), Post Lenten Retreat (Forms and Events), Rally for children (fliers), Updated
Leaders Guide (leader’s guide), NPCUCC calendar of prayer (on calendar), National Calendar of Prayer to 8/13
(National Calendar of Prayer), Celebrating Children (Fliers) Medallion Award information and registration (forms).
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Have you ever wondered how you might help brothers and sisters in need and deepen in your faith at the same
time? Mission trips to New Orleans provide these opportunities. Last year 15 people from around the Conference
went together for 10 days. The trip was challenging, fun, we laughed a lot, we learned about New Orleans and
Biloxi, Mississippi, but most importantly we helped our brothers and sisters in New Orleans who will continue to
suffer from the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina for many years to come. There is something for everyone to do —
young and old, with carpentry gifts or not. In a 2™ mission trip that my sister and I took together in late August, I
discovered that there are many ways for even small groups to go too. Mission trips are life giving experiences, so
please pray about how God is calling you to go and help.

The Northern Plains Conference would love to sponsor another mission trip and/or help you and a group from
your church and/or community to plan a trip. I would be happy to help with some of the planning to make the trips a
success. Please contact me by email or phone — ethelindholt@gra.midco.net or 1-701-430-0727. Let’s show the
people in New Orleans that we haven’t forgotten about them. Please call me today and share that you are interested
so we can get some trips planned!

Lindy Holt
(Editor’s note: A fuller article is posted on the Conference Website.)
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3/1 9:00 am (ct) | Yankton College Class | Bismarck
3/3-3/5| —==-- CMon Vacation | = -----
3/6-3/9 6:00 pm (ct) | WCR Lincoln

3/11 10:00 am (ct) | MV Cluster Hebron
3/12 ] 12:00 Noon (ct) | *Ft. Berthold Cluster New Town
3/15 11:00 am (ct) | Women’s Task Force Medina
316 | - Palm Sunday | = -
3/20 10:00 am (ct) | *Fargo Cluster 88888
3230 e Easter | -
3/26 4:30 pm (ct) | NDHRC Board Bismarck/Fargo
3/26 11:00 am (ct) | *Minot Cluster Minot

3/28 11:00 am (ct) | Central Cluster Medina
3/30 11:00 am (ct) | CM Speaks (@ Unitarian | Bismarck
3/31 7:30 pm (ct) | CM @ UTS Twin Cities

* indicates time or place, or both had not been set at the time of printing



